
NAZHOEN PELRI  SCHOOL (NPS) OFFICIALLY OPENS

To commemorate the 1 15th Nat ional  Day of Bhutan 2022 and to give wings to our
precious  Druk Gyalpo's  v is ion of ' Local ly  rooted and global ly  competent '  youths ,  the
Nazhoen Pelr i  School  (NPS) of  the Bhutan Youth Development Fund (YDF) was formal ly
opened on 16 March,  2023 in Thimphu to provide a high qual i ty  al ternat ive
ECCD/Primary educat ion programme for  the chi ldren aged 2.5 to 8.  The School
current ly  has 10 students.   

NPS is  a progress ive school  offer ing an alternat ive educat ion through Place-Based
Education (PBE) approach by a team of very credible Bhutanese Educators.  

WELCOME CEREMON Y 
 FOR THE PRINCI PAL

AND TEACHERS OF NPS

Four teachers/faci l i tators and
the Pr incipal  of  NPS were
formal ly  welcomed by the YDF
Secretar iat  on 10 January ,  2023
by offer ing a Tashi  Khaddar.  

Y D F  Q U A R T E R L Y  R E P O R T
January-March 2023
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WHILE(IN) G VACATI ON IN
GELEPHU 

To keep the chi ldren in Gelephu meaningful ly
engaged dur ing their  winter  vacat ion,  the
Bhutan Youth Development Fund (YDF)
organized a 10-day long ‘Whi le( in)g Vacation’
camp from 10-20 January ,  2023.

A total  of  42 young people aged 10-18 were
introduced to var ious educat ion programmes
whi le keeping i t  fun and engaging. 

The young people were involved in a ser ies of
act iv i t ies such as leadership t rain ing,  dance
sess ions,  sports  act iv i t ies and art  and craft
classes.  As a part  of  the camp, they also
performed sk i ts  based on current youth issues
l ike bul ly ing,  addict ion and discr iminat ion.

 “ I  learned about envi ronmental  conservat ion
and cl imate change. I  a lso got to mingle with
fr iends who came from other dzongkhags.  I
could showcase my talents to my fr iends,”
said Chundu Zangmo, a part ic ipant.  

To promote sk i l l ing and to faci l i tate
adolescents and youth to equip with
21st-century sk i l l s  f rom an ear ly  age,
UNICEF Bhutan is  partner ing with the
Minist ry  of  Educat ion (MoE) ,  the
Department of Youth and Sports  (DYS),
Bhutan Youth Development Fund (YDF) ,
and Loden Foundation to ro l lout
Adolescent Ski l l s  and Employabi l i ty  
 (ASE) project through 64 schools  and
10 youth centers to equip at least
10,000 young people with an adequate
set of  new sk i l l s  that would help them
to navigate in their  l i fe.

ADOLESCENT SKILLS AND EMPLOYABILIT Y (A SE) PROJEC T
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CEO OF ATAL INCUBATION
CENTER,  INDIA VISITS YDF

INNOVAT E BHUTAN 

On 29 March 2023,  Dr.  M.S Shivaki ran,  the
CEO of Atal  Incubation Centre at Sr i
Kr ishnadevaraya Univers i ty  f rom India v is i ted
Innovate Bhutan to del iver  talks  on
innovat ion back in the country and share
pract ical  ins ights and some of the
chal lenges and opportunit ies in business to
the group of Bhutanese entrepreneurs.   

GWC PRODUCTS DISPLAY
AT PARO  

With an object ive to promote the Green
Weaving Centre (GWC) and introduce
green  products to the guests ( including
walk- in guests) ,  the GWC green products
were displayed at the Zhiwal ing Resort  in
Paro on 4 and 5 March,  2023.  
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YDF SI GNS AN MOU WITH TETON SCIENCE SC HOOLS (TSS) 

On 9 January 2023,  the Bhutan Youth Development Fund (YDF) and the Teton Science
Schools  (TSS) ,  Wyoming,  USA s igned a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for  modal i ty
of work ing between YDF and TSS for  the next 5 years for  the My Gakidh Vi l lage School
(MGVS) educat ion project.   

TRAINING/WORKSHOP FOR
FACILITATORS  

From 10-13 January 2023,  a team from
Teton Science Schools  (TSS)
conducted an Outdoor Educat ion
Workshop to off ic ia ls  f rom YDF
education team and the faculty
members of  NPS and MGVS. 

Simi lar ly ,  t rain ing on Place-based
Education (PBE) for  ECCD faci l i tators
including faci l i tators  f rom NPS,  MGVS
and Minist ry  of  Educat ion (MoE) was
organized from 22-28 January ,  2023
at Bj imthangkha Pr imary School ,
Wangduephodrang.   
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KHENPO JOI NS BHUTAN INSTITUTE OF  WELL- BEI NG (BIW)

Fol lowing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) s igned between the Dratshang
Lhentshog and the Bhutan Youth Development Fund (YDF) on 3 November 2022 on
coordinat ing spir i tual  and wel l-being programmes for  the young people in the country ,
Khenpo Kuenga Tsher ing off ic ial ly  jo ined the Bhutan Inst i tute of Wel l-being (B IW) on 24
January 2023.   

The off ice swear ing-in ceremony was conducted with a solemn adherence to the t radit ion
to br ing about the r ight condit ion and auspiciousness.  

The Khenpo wi l l  organize and conduct mindfulness and contemplat ive educat ion
programmes through research to model  and teach in a var iety of  sett ings,  start ing with
the youth programme under YDF and people with substance use disorders undergoing
treatment programs at the BIW. Moreover ,  the Khenpo wi l l  l ink with Dratshang Lhentshog
to support  organizat ions that aspire to develop GNH inspired condit ions in their
respect ive areas.   

The BIW hosted a two-day Gross Nat ional
Happiness (GNH) Journey workshop for
Druk School  teachers in Thimphu with an
aim to faci l i tate self-explorat ion and
contemplat ion on mental  wel l-being and
leadership sk i l l s .  

Funded by Druk School ,  the workshop
was held f rom 9-10 February ,  2023.

GNH JOURNEY WORKSHOP 
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Bhutan Youth Development Fund Secretariat
Nazhoen Pelri, Thimphu: Bhutan

P.O.Box: 255
Tel: +975-2-327483/329135  Fax:  00975-2-326730

E-mail: info@bhutanyouth.org
w w w . b h u t a n y o u t h . o r g

49TH YDF MANAGEMENT BOARD MEETI NG

The 49th YDF Management Board Meeting was held successful ly  on 7 March,  2023. 

Her Majesty Gyalyum Tseyr ing Pem Wangchuck welcomed teachers (faci l i tators)  and  the
Pr incipal  of  Nazhoen Pelr i  School  (NPS) with Tashi  Khaddar.   
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